
 

 

MARYLAND Criminal Law § 2-505 
 

Homicide by motor vehicle or vessel while impaired by drugs 
 

 

 

 

(a) Prohibited. -- A person may not cause the death of another as a result 

of the person's negligently driving, operating, or controlling a motor 

vehicle or vessel while the person is so far impaired by a drug, a 

combination of drugs, or a combination of one or more drugs and 

alcohol that the person cannot drive, operate, or control a motor vehicle 

or vessel safely. 

 

 

(b) Name of crime. -- A violation of this section is homicide by motor 

vehicle or vessel while impaired by drugs. 

 

(c) Penalty. -- A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony and 

on conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or a fine 

not exceeding $ 5,000 or both. 

 

(d) Prohibited defense. -- It is not a defense to a charge of violating this 

section that the person is or was entitled under the laws of this State to use 

a drug, combination of drugs, or combination of one or more drugs and 

alcohol, unless the person was unaware that the drug, combination of 

drugs, or combination of one or more drugs and alcohol would make the 

person incapable of driving, operating, or controlling a motor vehicle or 

vessel in a safe manner. 
 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN D. KUPFERBERG   

Criminal Defense, Personal Injury Attorneys |Licensed in Maryland and Washington D.C.  

5904 Hubbard Drive, Rockville, Maryland 20852 | Phone (301) 231-9480 | Fax (301) 881 9465   

   http://kupferberglaw.com 


